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Public Virtue to be diftinguifbed by public Honours: The Selling of Offices, which 
require Skill and Confidence, a difmal Omen of the Declenfion of a State. 


Omnia venalia Rome. ' Sat; 


| 
O cives, cives, querenda Pecunia primum eft 
> »¢ > 
Virtus poft nummas, ----- Hor. 


N State or Government can long centinue in a flourifhing Condition, without 


obferving a proper Difcrimination between the Blameable and Praife-worthy 

of its Subjects. Nor is the Punifhmient of the Flagitious, a fufficient 
Encouragement to Virtue, without, moreover, rewarding the eminently 
deferving. As the licentious Criminal ought to be crufh’d by the violated Laws of the 
Common-Wealth ; fo alfo fhould her dutious Children, who devote their Studies, and 
confecrate their Talents to her Service, be crowned with her diftinguifhing Honours. 
A meer Exemption from Punifhment, is too feeble a Spur to great and arduous 
Undertakings: It only fuppofes a Man innocent, or negatively virtuous, but is no 
Recompence to fuperior Defert, and confpicuous Merit. It is but a fmall Satisfaction, 
that we are exempted from the Gallows or Pillory, becaufe we are not Rogues and 
Villains, while we reap no Benefit by being fignally good and meritorious. "Tis true, 
every Man ought to promote the Profperity of his Country, from a fublimer Motive 
than his private Advantage: But it is extremely difficult, for the beft of Men, to diveft 
themfelves of Self-Intereft: Nor is it rational, to expect great Geniufes, accomplifhed 
Heroes, or any other illuftrious Characters, in a Government that overlooks Merit; 
and, like the Grave, buries the Beft and the Worft in one promifcuous and undiftinguifhed 
Oblivion. Such is the Degeneracy of human Nature, that Punifhments to deter, 
without Rewards to allure, are not fufficient to fix the roving Mind of Man, in the 
uninterrupted Practice of public Virtue. Hence the Government which inflicts the One, 
without any Provifion for the Other, is partial, and fundamentally defective.; but that, 
on the Contrary, which makes the Service of the Public, the moft efficacious Means 
of promoting the true Intereft of every Individual, affords the ftrongeft Proofs of its 
political Wifdom. GOD himfelf, hath annexed Rewards and Punifhments, as the 
Conditions of the Obedience or Difloyalty of his free and intelligent Creatures. He, 
whofe Omnifcience pervades the Heart of Man, hath not denounc’d his Vengeance, to 
deter him from Evil, without fuper-adding his Promifes, as Inducements to Virtue, In 
K his 
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his moral Government of the World, he deals with his Creatures, as with d-ugraied 
Intelligences, who have loft their primitive Relith for Religion, and want the Allurement 
of Happinefs, toenable themto admire her otherwife uninfluencing tho’ amiable Charms. 
The fame holds good, with Refpect to political Virtue. ‘The grovcling mercenary Soul, 
is wholly wrapt up in its own Intereft ; and the moit generous Patriot, cannot entirely 
abftract the Profpect of his Happinefs, from the Confideratiom of his public Services: He 
is, indeed, not fo venal, as to mrake it the fole Spring of his Actions; but confiders it, 
as the Concomitant of Virtue, and would probably have remain’d unactive, had he 
been fure of being difappointed : He thinks himéelf at leaft, intitled to the Thanks and 
Applaufe of his Country, and would, with Reluctance have quitted his Repofe, and 
plunged into Difquietude, could he have forefeen its Ingratitude. “The Ambition natural 
to the Mind of Man, wants, at leaft, the Profpect of Fame and Honour, to kecp him 
in the Purfuit of Glory. He is foon weary of travelling a Road, that will never carry 
him to his Journey’s End; or if it does, will only introduce him into the Company of 
Scoundrels and Pick-pockets: But the pleafing and animating View of being 
diftinguifhed by his Country, from the common Run of his Species, in proportion to 
his Merit, is a perpetual Stimulation to Virtue: It is a kind of intellectual Gale, that 
fans the Fire of Ambition, and preferves him from Laffitude in his Purfuit of Glory. 
Not that he will really obtain the Satisfaction he has in View: All our Hopes of 
Happinefs, from any Thing beneath the Sun, muft, by Neceflity of Nature, be delufive. 
No fooner do we arrive to the Point propofed, but the Object on which we had placed 
our Felicity, eludes our Embrace like a Fantom: Inftead of a JuNo, we are deceived 
with a Cloud. This, however, is confidering the Matter in the calm Light of 
Philofophy : But we muft take Men as they are, and if we confult the Motives that 
generally influence their Conduct, we fhall find, that Rewards and Puni/bment: are the 
Hinges upon which all Government ought to turn, For this Reafon, I was greatly 
delighted with the emblematical Reprefentation of Justice, which I have met with, in 
the Travels of an Author, whom I cannot recollect: ‘ The Image of Justice, fays he, 
* im their Courts of Judicature, is formed with fix Eyes, two before, as many behind, 
“and on each Side one, to fignify Circum/pection ; with a Bag of Gold open in her 
* Right-Hand, and a Sword fheathed in her Left, to thew fhe is more difpofed to 
* reward, than to puni/h. 


Tre Wifdom of our Anceftors, in rewarding Merit, is never enough to be admired. 
The ancient Britons carried the Matter fo far, as fometimes to pafs by the right 
Line, in the Election of their Kings, if any other, for his martial Atchievements, and 
royal Virtues, was more deferving of the Throne. 


Tue Republic of Holland, is extremely munificent to her Servants. She prefented 
her Admirals De Ruyter, De Witt, and GHENT, each with a golden Cup, on 
which was engraved their gallant Progrefs to Chatham, to perpetuate the Remembrance 
of it in their Families: Medals were alfo ftruck on that Occafion, on which De Ruy TER 
is called Lmmenfi Tremar Oc0eani, & Archithalaffus, Dux & Egues. Nor was her Liberality 
confined within the narrow Compafs of their Lives: She lavifhed upon them pofthumous 
Honours, and ereéted to their Memory, magnificent Tombs. 


THe Romans alfo, during the Eclat and Splendor of the Common-Wealth, gave the 
higheft Encouragement to Merit ; and wifely preferred public Virtue, to Rank and Fortune : 
Iuftrious Deeds were the direct Road to public Honours ; and the impartial Republic 
feem'd affiduous to aggrandize thofe, who diftinguifhed themfelves by the Prudence of 
their Councils, or their Bravery in Battle. The Toil of her Warriors was rewarded by 
Triumphs, and their Renown tranfmitted to Pofterity, by Statues and Monuments. On 
Cicero, for his indefatigable Care in confounding the Catalinarian Confpiracy, they 

beftowed 
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beitowed the glorious Appellation of Faragr or nis Country. But dutimg the 
peftilent Reign of the Emperors, when Virtue was rather proferibed than honoured, 
and to be public-fpirited became ruinous and capital, this unrival'é Nation gradually 
junk into Deftruétion; and became at laft an eafy Prey to the barbarous Nations; 
who, like a defolating Torrent, poured in upon it, from all Quarters, and laid in Ruin 
that auguft Empire, which had fo: long given Law to Mankind, and triumphed over 
the whole World. 


Tue Athenians and Lacedemonians conferred the Honours of the State, according to 
the real Worth of the Candidates. In thofe celebrated Common-Wealths, Men roje 
to the firft Rank, by the Strength of their Genius, and their perfonal Valour. This 
naturally gave Rife to a numerous Race of Heroes, and prodaced 2 Multitude of 
Philofophers, Statefmen, Poets and Orators: And yet fo great was the public Frugality, 
as to enable them to leave no Merit unrewarded. A Twig of Laurel was as illuftrious 
a Diftin€tion as a fplendid Penfion. All the Honour conferred on Mii trapes, who 
delivered Athens, from the Invafion of Perfa, was the placing his Piéture at the Head of 
the Commanders in the Piazza, where the Battle of Marathon was painted. This 
Parfimony in the Diftribution of Rewards, made them the more glorious: But when 
the State became corrupted by the Extravagance of their Magiftrates, and decreed Three 
Hundred Statues to Demerrivs PHALEREUs, their Favours became multiplied and 


thread-bare, and confequently ufelefs and contemptible. 


Jusrry celebrated for this effential Article of found Politicks, is a neighbouring 
Nation, equally famous for their good Cookery, and political Subtlety. The French 
are not more remarkable for the Slaughter of Frogs, the cutting of Capers, or the 
Confumption of Fricaffees, than for their Wifdom, in preferring Perfons in proportion 
to their Deferts. Hence it is, that their Officers, both civil and military, are, perhaps, 


inferior to none in Europe 


Wits Pleafure I write it, and with Pleafure will it be read, that we rather furpafs than 
rival them in this important Point of political Wifdom. How happy the Nation among 
whom public Venality and the Sale of Offices, is prohibited by Law ! It is immpoffible 
for a Man devoid of Merit, to be elevated to an eminent Poft ; or, for fuperior Worth 
to languifh in Obfcurity and Indigence. Satust mentions the Sale of Offices, a3 a 
deadly Symptom of the approaching Diffolution of Reme. And indeed, I cannot 
conceive, how a State can long efcape its final Period, after the Introdu@ion of an 
univerfal Venality: But our Laws have wifely provided againft this ruinous Mifchief. 
By our excellent Conftitution, an Office, either of the Grant of the King or the 
Subject, which concerns the Adminiftration or the Proceeding of Juftice, the King’s 
Revenue, the Common-Wealth, the Intereft and Safety of the Subject, or the like, 
granted to a Man unexpert, and of infufficient Skill for the Exercife or Exccution of it, 
is meerly void; and the Party difabled by Law to take it, pro commode regis & populi : 
And no Man, tho’ never fo {killful and expert, is capable of a judicial Office, in 
Reverfion. Again, where any bargaining, or giving of Money, or any Matter of Reward, 
&c. for Offices, is mentioned, it fhall render the Purchafer incapable. Such being 
the Law, it affects me with fingular Pleafure, to reflect, by Way of Illation, that all 
our Officers are Men of Skill and Capacity ; and that none of them have been guilty 
of this political Simony, of purchafing their Pofts; becaufe that would be fuppofing 
our Superiors to have aéted contrary to Law; which would be the Height of Abfurdity, 
and a moft ill-mannerly Reflection. It would indeed infer little lefs than Perjury, and 
be an injurious Calumny on their Reputations. It muft, therefore, be taken for granted, 
that they were preferred for their perfonal Merit, and that no finifter Confideration 


entered into the Thoughts of the Grantor. 
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I HAVE indeed, heard it infinuated, that there have been, even among us, fuch itlegal 
Praétices; but I always confidered thofe Suggeftions, as the groundlefs Afperfions of 
impotent difappointed Malice. Can it be prefumed, that Perions fworn to execute the 
Laws, fhould openly counteract and violate them ? Would Offices be put up to Sale, 
if the Purchafe was void, and illegal’ Can Men be fuppofed, to run the Hazard of 
parting. with their Money, on fo precarious a Bottom? Behold the calumnious 
Reprefentations of Envy! the penetrating Invention of Spleen and Malevolence! 


AGREABLE to this glorious Conftitution, no unlettered Fop, no wealthy Blunderbu&, 
can expect to be lifted into a Poft of Confequence: His proffered Treafure will be 
unavailing, and rejected with Difdain. On the Contrary, Ability and Merit need no™ 
farther Recommendation : Obfcure and fequeftred Virtue, and Genius cloathed in Rags, 
will be compelled out of their awful Retirement, and confpicuoufly advanced : 
Calumny mutt be fuffocated in the Midft of her malicious Whifpers, nor will there be 
left the leaft Pretence to complain, with Juvenat, of a confufed Diftribution of 
Favours and Frowns, Honour and Infamy, without any Regard to perfonal Qualifications, 
and intrinfic W orth. 

Tile crucem, pretium feeleris tulit, bie diadema. 
Z. 


To the INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 
SIR, 
yROFESSING my felf.a great Admirer of your Paper, and confequently very 
«2 © ajixious about its Succefs, I am determined to advertife you of every Thing that 
§ may derogate from its Character, or have the remoteft Tendency to ares its 
© Difcontinuance. With this View, I beg Leave to acquaint you, that the Latin Mottos 
© prefixed to feveral of your. late Reflectors, have given great Offence to fome of your 
* Superiors: Not that the Meaning of thofe harmlefs Sentences, which are placed 
* there for Ornament, and as containing fome bright Remark, applicable to the Subje&, 
© have excited the Difpleafure that alarms me. No, Sir, there is not a Perfon I have 
© met with fo fanciful, as to fuppofe the Authors, from whom you borrow thofe beautiful 
* Extracts, intended them as defcriptive of any Grievance peculiar tous. It is, in fhort, 
* the Language in which they are delivered, and not the Senfe of the Mottos, which 
‘has given the Umbrage; and that for no lefs fubftantial a Reafon, than becaufe many 
‘of your Betters are unprovided with Dictionaries, 
Z RaAtpH SynTAx. 


qt E Letter figned Eboracus, on the Petition ae before the Corporation, for a 


Grant o HA ie Water-Lots, is come to Hand. for its great Importance, /hall 
have a Place in my next. 
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Advertifement from the Printer. 


TH EB great and unexpe&ed Demand for the Reflector, having taken off all the firh ke 

Numbers, a greater Quantity of the three laft have been printed; and the Printer propoles, G 
willing, to reprint the firft Six in the Spring ; when thole who are fill inclined to become wane. 
may bave whole Sets. 








— New-Yore: Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing- Office, in Beawer-Strett. 
Where Letters to the Author are taken in. 








